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The series of Symposia on Mathematical Foundations of Computer Science (MFCS), 
organized alternately in the Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia since 1972, has a 
long and well-established tradition. The MFCS symposia encourage high-quality re- 
search in all branches of theoretical computer science and provide an opportunity to 
bring together specialists working in the area. The 21st Symposium on Mathemati- 
cal Foundations of Computer Science (MFCS’96) was held in Cracow, Poland, 2-6 
September 1996. 
This issue contains revised and extended versions of four papers, selected by the 
Program Committee members from a total of thirty five papers, presented at MFCS 
‘96. The papers appeared in the proceedings of that conference, published by Springer 
as vol. 1113 in the Lecture Notes in Computer Science series. 
All of the selected papers were reviewed and refereed after the symposium. The 
journal versions contain full proofs of the results presented at the conference. 
I wish to thank both the referees and the authors of these papers; their cooperation 
and prompt response was vital in ensuring timely publication. 
Warsaw, 1997 Wojciech Penczek 
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